
REGULAR TOWN COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
MARCH 4, 2019 

Minutes of the Regular Town Commission Meeting of the Town of Ocean Ridge held on Monday, 
March 4, 2019, at 6:00 PM in the Town Hall Commission Chambers. 

CALL TO ORDER (00:13) 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Coz at 6:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL (00:16) 
Town Clerk Stevens led the roll call, which was answered by the following: 

Present: 
Commissioner Besler x 
Mayor Coz x 
Commissioner de Haseth x 
Vice Mayor MaGruder x 
Commissioner Sloat x 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (00:30) 
Mayor Coz led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Absent: Tardy: 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, MODIFICATIONS, AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA (00:51) 
Town Clerk Stevens requested to move Agenda Item #3 from the consent agenda and re-number it to item 
#6. a. for discussion. 

Town Manager Titcomb requested to remove Regular Agenda Item #13 from the agenda. 

Commissioner Besler moved to approve the agenda as amended; seconded by Vice Mayor 
MaGruder. Motion carried 5-0. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (01:45) 
a. The next Planning & Zoning Commission meeting will be held on Monday, March 11 th at 8:30 a.m. 

at Town Hall; and the next Regular Town Commission meeting will be held on Monday, April 1st at 
6:00 p.m. at Town Hall. 

b. The Municipal Election will be held on March 12, 2019. There is one Town Commission seat open 
for a three-year term and one Town Commission seat open for a one-year term. Qualified Candidates 
are: Steve Coz, Susan Hurlburt, and John Lipscomb, Jr. Charter Amendment Referendum Questions 
will also be on the ballot./ Las elecciones municipales se celebrara el 12 de marzo de 2019. Hay un 
asiento de la Comisi6n de la ciudad abra una Comisi6n de la ciudad asiento abierta por un perfodo de 
un afio y un periodo de tres afios. Candidatos calificados son: Steve Coz, Susan Hurlburt y John 
Lipscomb, Jr. Preguntas de referendum de enmienda de carta tambien estara en la boleta electoral. 

c. Residents who wish to add their name to the email blast list to receive important Town notifications 
should sign up on the sheet provided on the counter in the lobby or notify the Town Clerk. 

PUBLIC COMMENT (02:29) 
Pat Saunders, 6590 N Ocean Blvd, came on behalf of Ocean Ridge Garden Club to thank the Commission, 
Police Department and Town Staff for the wine & art fundraiser that took place on February 23 rd • The art 
is still up for display and it displays talents from local artists. Mayor Coz responded that it was a great event 
and he hopes they will host again next year. 

Teny Brown, Harbour Drive South, mentioned that it has been a pleasure working with Town Manager 
Titcomb. He agreed with the Town Manager's suggestion under his Town Manager report that the Town 
should consider purchasing property next to Town Hall that is up for sale. He stated the Commission should 
consider buying it for more space, EMS services, sanitaty sewer purposes, and infrastructure. He 
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recommended that the Commission instruct the Town Attorney to research into the Town purchasing that 
property. 

Jerry MaGruder, 9 Ridge Blvd, thanked Town Manager Titcomb for his service to the Town. She stated 
that his departure was due to him not receiving adequate salary. She mentioned that Town Manager Titcomb 
has many qualifications & experience that makes him an exemplary Town Manager and his only mistake 
was due to having inferior equipment without his knowledge. She stated that he has done an excellent job 
and she stated that she will greatly miss him. Mayor Coz responded for clarification that Town Manager 
Titcomb was given a $10,000 raise that covered the three-year period he was here and he also received 
$5,000 incentive pay. 

Britt Flanagan, 5556 N Ocean Blvd, urged the Commission to be cautious when approached by Boynton 
Beach Utilities Department regarding the hook up of sewer for Ocean Ridge that would be tied to Boynton 
Beach. She stated that the Town should weigh all its options and be reflective before any decisions are 
made with sewage hook up with Boynton Beach. 

Betty Bingham, 1 E Ocean Ave, stated she has noticed more AirBNB rentals being advertised for short 
term periods. She stated she would prefer to have stronger regulations that would allow our Police 
Department to be able to fine people that are advertising and participating in short term rentals. 

Melany Rodriguez, 3 Fayette Dr, was inquiring about the possible pedestrian crosswalk that may be 
installed near Crown Colony. She was questioning whether the residents of Fayette were going to be 
notified as the placement of this crosswalk may create more foot traffic on their street. Mayor Coz 
responded that right now it is only a Pedestrian and Vehicular Study taking place. He stated that no meeting 
will be necessary until the study is completed. Once the study is completed, all findings must go to Florida 
Department of Transportation (FDOT) for approval and they will decide whether they would install a 
crosswalk or not. He also mentioned that once the study is completed, they would ask for more involvement 
from the neighborhoods that the crosswalk may be impacting. 

Janet Schijns, 111 Dolphin Rd, reiterated the importance of getting more regulations for short term rentals 
as it has also been affecting her property. She has noticed 12 different renters in the last 65 days and she 
has proceeded to call the Police Department on one of her neighbors due to the constant commotion from 
rental activity. She stated that some of the renters have even admitted to her other neighbors their short term 
stay times. She also proposed researching a law that would require renters to register with the Town to 
monitor the purpose of their stay, time frame, and for identification purposes. She suggested having the 
Town Attorney research short term rentals. Mayor Coz directed Police Chief Hutchins to look into the 
violations on Dolphin Road and also directed Town Attorney Shutt to look into regulations for short term 
rentals. 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA (16:25) 
1. Adopt Minutes of Special Town Commission Meeting of January 3 0, 2019. 
2. Adopt Minutes of Regular Town Commission Meeting of February 4, 2019. 
3. Adopt the Goal Setting & Budget Meeting Calendar for 2019. 
4. Accept Police Vehicle Donated by the Ocean Ridge Depa11ment of Public Safety Support Group. 
5. Approve Emergency Repair Expenditures for Pump on Coconut Ln. 
6. Consent to Insurance Carrier Proposed W ohlfiel Settlement. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder moved to approve the consent agenda as amended; seconded by 
Commissioner Sloat. Motion carried 5-0. 
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REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
Town Clerk's Note: The Commission voted to remove item #3 from the consent agenda and re-number it 
to item #6. a. 

6.a. Adopt the Goal Setting & Budget Meeting Calendar for 2019 (17:08) 
(By: Town Clerk Stevens) 

Town Clerk Stevens advised that there were date conflicts in the Goal Setting & Budget Meeting 
Schedule. She proposed changing the Goal Setting Workshop to Thursday, April 18 at 2 p.m. and also 
changing the first budget presentation to Thursday, May 30 at 2 p.m. 

Commissioner Besler moved to adopt the Goal Setting & Budget Meeting Calendar for 2019 as 
amended; seconded by Commissioner de Haseth . Motion carried 5-0. 

7. Proclamation: Recognizing Commissioner Robert Sloat for his Dedication to the Town of 
Ocean Ridge. (18:10) (By: Town Manager Titcomb) 

Mayor Coz mentioned that Commissioner Sloat was appointed to fill in for previous Mayor Bonfiglio. 
Commissioner Sloat has been a regular presence at the Town Commission meetings. He also stated that 
Commissioner Sloat was greatly appreciated and hopes that the next Commissioner will fill in the seat as 
ably as Commissioner Sloat has. 

Mayor Coz presented the proclamation to Commissioner Sloat and also read the proclamation into the 
record. 

Commissioner Sloat thanked the Commissioners, Citizens of Ocean Ridge and the Town Staff, especially 
noting Building Official Cameron and Town Attorney Shutt. He especially wanted to thank his wife, Beth 
for supporting him. He also stated that he looked forward to joining the club of former Commissioners of 
the Great Town of Ocean Ridge. 

Mayor Coz also suggested appointing Commissioner Sloat to assist in the Town Manager transition plan 
on behalf of the Commission. He mentioned that Commissioner Sloat can talk to staff to gather job 
descriptions to ensure funds are being distributed accordingly. Town Attorney Shutt asked for 
clarification if this was regarding zip code agenda item. Mayor Coz clarified he would like to acquire 
more understanding of the transition plan and would like Commissioner Sloat to review the transition 
plan. Commissioner Sloat stated that he would aid in the process and use his expertise in the field to help 
gather information. 

Commissioner de Haseth wanted clarification on Mayor Coz's suggestion. Commissioner Sloat replied 
that he would be doing job task analysis which means he would be looking at job descriptions and 
ensuring that they are still up-to date. Vice Mayor MaGruder mentioned that Town Clerk Stevens has 
done extensive research and has already formulated a draft job description for the Town Manager's 
position. He also stated that Commissioner Sloat can work with Town Clerk Stevens on those already 
drafted job descriptions. Town Clerk Stevens added that there was never a job description for the Town 
Manager's position so that is why one was created. Town Manager Titcomb clarified that the job is 
defined in the Chaiier and Code which gives a basis for the description. Vice Mayor MaGruder 
complimented Town Clerk Stevens on her already drafted job descriptions and stated that it would 
simplify the task of Commissioner Sloat. 

There was consensus of the Commission to adopt the Proclamation Recognizing Commissioner 
Sloat, and to direct Commissioner Sloat to assist Town Clerk Stevens in the job descriptions of 
staff. 
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8. First Reading of Ordinance No. 2019-03: An Ordinance of The Town of Ocean Ridge, 
Florida, Amending Its Code of Ordinances By Amending Chapter 1 "General Provisions", 
Section 1-3 "Definitions" To Modify Definitions Regarding Flood Elevations; Amending 
Chapter 66 "Environmental Regulations", Article II "Flood Damage Prevention", Division 
2 "Definitions", Section 66-25 "Definitions", To Modify Definitions Regarding Flood 
Elevations; Amending Chapter 67, "Buildings And Building Regulations", Article III, 
"Technical Codes And Other Construction Standards", Division I "Generally", Section 67-
32 "Floor Elevations", To Modify The Town's Minimum Floor Elevations In Order To 
Comply With The Revised FEMA Flood Map Requirements; Providing For Codification, 
Repeal Of Conflicting Ordinances, Severability, And An Effective Date. (24:00) 
(By: Town Attorney Shutt) 

Town Clerk Stevens read Ordinance No. 2019-03 by title only. 

Town Attorney Shutt advised that this Ordinance will bring the Town flood plain code up-to-date and 
delete sections that were outdated, and then he proceeded to introduce Town Engineer Tropepe to present 
more information about the Ordinance. 

Town Engineer Tropepe stated that this is a "clean up" or "housekeeping" issue. Her team has been 
working with the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and locally with the Palm Beach County 
League of Cities for over a decade to address the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) maps 
which are the maps used to adjust finished floor elevations and also used by adjusters for insurance 
purposes. She also mentioned that the FEMA maps had not been updated in over three decades and after a 
decade ofreviewing, the new maps were released in October 2017. The maps are now mandated by Palm 
Beach County and the new FEMA maps show that the finished floor has increased by 0.6 feet. She also 
introduced the new datum called North American Vertical Datum (NAVD). She then displayed the map 
that shows the difference for the floor elevation before and after October 2017. Town Manager Titcomb 
drew attention to the slim difference in the map. 

Commissioner de Haseth questioned the frequency of the maps, as to whether they would happen every 
couple of years. Town Engineer Tropepe responded that in the course of the career time frame it has taken 
about 3 7 years to get the maps updated. The maps originate at the State level, then the League of Cities, 
Palm Beach County and local engineers review it to either comment or approve the Federal Government's 
suggestions. She mentioned that she is optimistic about the process being shorter than before. 

Mayor Coz called for public comments. 

Terry Brown, Harbour Drive South, inquired about how to distinguish if a survey that is being processed 
will use NA VD or NGVD for elevation. Town Engineer Tropepe clarified that ifthere is a crown on the 
road there is no way to know and the surveyors will not inform you of which datum they will be using, 
but the surveyors will know and it will also show which datum they used whether NA VD or NGVD on 
the survey. Mr. Brown also commented that on part of a roadway on Harbour Drive South the crown goes 
up to zero, and the water comes up to the street and it is three feet above sea level. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder moved to adopt first reading of Ordinance 2019-03; seconded by 
Commissioner Besler. Motion carried 5-0. 

9. First Reading of Ordinance No. 2019-04: An Ordinance of The Town Of Ocean Ridge, Florida, 
Amending Its Code of Ordinances By Amending Chapter 42, "Solid Waste" By Enacting 
Section 42-2 "Solid Waste Collection Fees, Late Fees, Interest And Waivers" To Provide For 
Late Fees And Interest And The Waiver Of Fees And Interest In Certain Situations; 
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Providing For Codification, Repeal Of Conflicting Ordinances, Severability, And An Effective 
Date. (30:52) (By: Town Attorney Shutt) 

Town Clerk Stevens read Ordinance No. 2019-04 by title only. 

Town Attorney Shutt advised that Town Staff were directed in a previous Town Commission meeting to 
research a way to allow staff the ability to provide late fees with interest if the Solid Waste fees are not 
paid on time by the homeowners. This Ordinance will be codifying the direction given by the 
Commission in 2006 and will allow for the late fees to be placed on our Town ' s Fee Schedule which the 
Town Commission will be adopting annually. The interest rate charged will be at the statutory rate. He 
also stated that there will be a section added to permit the Town Manager to waive late fees or interest 
rates in case of a Town error. 

Mayor Coz asked if at the next Town Commission Meeting the Town fee Schedule will be presented to 
include the Solid Waste fee. Town Attorney Shutt confirmed that at the next Regular Town Commission 
Meeting, the schedule will be presented and the late fees will be included. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment, and there was none. 

Commissioner de Haseth raised the question if the ordinance involved any conflicts with the Town being 
able to lien a property if solid waste fees are not paid. Town Attorney Shutt responded that the Town still 
has the authority to do that and he also stated that he would look into a section of the code in regards to 
the ability to lien properties. 

Commissioner Besler moved to adopt first reading of Ordinance 2019-04; seconded by 
Commissioner Sloat. Motion carried 5-0. 

10. Resolution No. 2019-02: A Resolution of the Town of Ocean Ridge, Florida, Appointing All 
of the Attorneys of the Law Firm of Davis & Ashton, P.A. as Ex-Officio Special Magistrates 
to Serve and Preside Over Code Enforcement Hearings of the Town of Ocean Ridge; 
Establishing the Term of Appointment and Fees to be Paid for the Special Magistrate 
Services Provided Herein; and Providing for an Effective Date. (34:01) 
(By: Town Attorney Shutt) 

Town Clerk Stevens read Resolution No. 2019-02 by title only. 

Town Attorney Shutt advised that the Special Magistrate agreement is expiring and this will be providing 
us with a new service agreement that is also updated to allow any of the attorneys from Davis & Ashton, 
PA to serve as a Special Magistrate for the Town. 

Mayor Coz complimented the firm as he has heard that the firm has been doing an excellent job. 

Town Attorney Shutt noted that the current primary Special Magistrate, Jennifer Ashton, will be moving 
from the State of Florida to North Carolina, but will still be periodically practicing in the State of Florida 
after her move. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment, and there was none. 

Commissioner de Haseth also complimented Jennifer Ashton by stating that she is wonderful, ve1y 
professional and at some point, was the attorney for the League of Cities. 
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Vice Mayor MaGruder mentioned that Attorney Davis is also the attorney for Manalapan and for Briny 
Breezes. He also agreed with Commissioner de Haseth on the compliment of Jennifer Ashton and stated 
that he hired her as an Associate many years ago at the firm he worked for. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder moved to adopt Resolution No. 2019-02; seconded by Commissioner de 
Haseth. Motion carried 5-0. 

11. Resolution No. 2019-03: Amending the Town Commission Rules of Order & Procedure 
(36:50) (By: Vice Mayor MaGruder) 

Mayor Coz read Resolution No. 2019-03 by title only. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder proposed two concepts for the Rules of Order and Procedure to select Mayor and 
Vice Mayor. At the last Town Commission meeting resident Terry Brown had brought up the idea of 
adding to the rules and procedure a method to allow all candidates to be nominated in sequence before 
final vote is taken for Mayor and Vice Mayor positions and used the Palm Tran Service Board procedure 
as reference. Vice Mayor MaGruder stated that this method does not require a first and second motion 
then a vote, but instead it allows for a complete separate nomination to introduce another candidate before 
it goes to a vote. He further mentioned another procedure could also be used such as voting by ballot as 
done for Commissioner Sloat where the administrative staff would bring in the ballots at the meeting with 
all Commissioners names on it to vote who would be Mayor. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment, and there was none. 

Mayor Coz stated that he was in agreement with the ballot method. 

Commissioner Besler stated that in the beginning when reading the Palm Tran rules and procedure guide 
from the pac~ge he felt as though it was more complicated using that method to get to the majority vote. 
He also stated that if the motion idea is no longer on the table and there is a consensus for the ballot 
method to be used then he is in agreement with it. 

Mayor Coz asked for procedure to add the ballot suggestion to the Town Commission Rules of Order & 
Procedure. Town Clerk Stevens replied that the Commission can adjust its rules to add a 10.4 section to 
the rules and the suggestive wording would be "to fill the positions of Mayor and Vice Mayor, the Town 
Commission shall vote by ballot. The Town Clerk will prepare the ballots listing each Town 
Commissioners name." She also mentioned that Commissioners could add a similar statement as that of 
rule section 10.2 where it states "The Town Commission may by Majority vote change the voting process 
at any given time." She stated that this would leave it open ended for the Commission to change the 
voting process for the Mayor and Vice Mayor in the future. 

Town Attorney Shutt mentioned that the wording will be fine or it can be reviewed and be brought back 
at the next Town Commission meeting in which Town Clerk Stevens replied that if any changes need to 
be made to the procedure then, it would need to happen at the cmTent meeting so that it could be in place 
for the next Town Commission meeting on April 1, 2019. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder asked if rule "10" wording would also be changed where it says appointments to 
the Commission to include Mayor and Vice Mayor Positions. Town Clerk Stevens responded that rule 
"10" wording would also change to be inclusive of Mayor and Vice Mayor positions. 

Mayor Coz called for another public comment. 

Richard Luci be Ila, 5 Beach way N, asked what would happen if there was a tie. 
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Town Clerk Stevens clarified that then they would go onto round two of the ballot process. Mayor Coz 
stated that if it is a tie in round two, then it would go to another round. He also stated that they would 
continue to go onto different rounds until at least one person decides to cast their vote for someone else. 

Commissioner Sloat moved to adopt Resolution No. 2019-03 as amended; seconded by 
Commissioner de Haseth. Motion Carried 5-0. 

12. Consideration of Multi-Media Notification Tool (42:40) (By: Chief Hutchins) 
Chief Hutchins stated that as directed at the February 2019 Town Commission meeting, he has compiled 
information on Code Red and Civic Plus which are two mass notification tools that can be used to alert 
residents of incidents happening in Town. He mentioned that both of the multi-media notification tools 
provide similar services and that he cannot recommend any as does not personally have experience with 
either, but asked if Commissioner de Haseth would like to state her experience with Code Red since she 
has heard discussions of Code Red at Gulf Stream Commission meetings. He also noted the cost of both 
Civic Plus and Code Red stating that iflooking at this as a long term project then Civic Plus may have 
lesser cost after year three. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment, and there was none. 

Commissioner de Haseth mentioned that by attending other Commission meetings she has learned about 
the mass notification tools used by other Towns who are similarly in structure to Ocean Ridge as they 
also have seasonal residents. She also mentioned that this would be a beneficial system for those residents 
that are away from their property for long periods of time because it would allow residents that opted in to 
the system to receive alerts instead of the resident having to go on the website or email to find out more 
information about a threat that might be impacting their property. She stated that it is positively impacting 
Gulf Stream residents as the residents are able to get informed of road closures or if a construction truck 
has dumped over in their Town. She also discussed the Town's involvement in Nextdoor which she is not 
a fan of personally as she hears more about lost dogs or residents that would like to paint their property 
than important issues, but she understands that it is used because it does not have to comply with public 
records regulations. She asked Chief Hutchins if information gathered or used by Code Red or Civic plus 
would be subject to public record regulations and if so, what information is subject to be released in a 
public record request. 

Chief Hutchins replied that the information gathered would have to comply with public records 
regulations because it would be using public funds and that the vendor would be the one providing us 
the information as the Town would not be holding onto the resident's information. He also mentioned 
a geo-fencing method that can be used with both of these system that would not require people to opt
in giving information, but allows people to opt in that are in a specific geographical boundary. He used 
the example that if AlA was to be shut down then everyone in the geographical region that has opted 
in to the system would be notified. He also stated that in his research nothing has definitively stated 
that it is exempt from public records. Commissioner de Haseth asked what information would be 
attained from a public records request. Chief Hutchins replied that it depends on the information 
required to opt-in. If a resident opted in with email then it will be email address and if opted in with a 
phone number then it would be phone number along with mobile canier information. Commissioner 
de Haseth asked for clarification if it would just be the phone number with no name attached. Chief 
Hutchins replied that to his understanding it would just be the phone number or an email address. 
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Mayor Coz asked for clarification about the geo-fencing system. Chief Hutchins replied that if there is 
a cell phone in Town, the tower would pick up its location to be able to send it an alert. He also 
mentioned that it is also used on a lot of social messaging apps that people opt-in for. 

Mayor Coz asked that if a person does not opt-in would the phone still receive the message and Chief 
Hutchins responded that it would not. 

Public comment: Janet Schijns, 111 Dolphin Rd, mentioned that she was a former executive at Verizon 
and using her knowledge of the two systems, she stated that if someone turned off their Global 
Positioning System (GPS) then they would not receive an alert so it is not considered a public safety 
application and geo-fencing would only work if someone opts-in & has their GPS on. She mentioned 
that there are other public safety applications that are more robust, but are also more expensive. She 
also mentioned that both of the applications use opt-in data which means the provider has access to 
that information that would allow them to do aggregated marketing or geo-targeting. 

Commissioner Sloat asked if the residents can choose to either opt-in using their email and/or phone 
number. Chief Hutchins replied that you can opt-in based on how you would like to be notified which 
means residents can opt-in by either cell phone number and/or emails address. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder mentioned that Wellington has signed up for Civic Plus. Chief Hutchins replied 
that Wellington had in fact switched from Code Red to Civic Plus. He stated that he did call 
Wellington inquiring about the change and found that no one spoke ill of Code Red, but the change 
was due to the fact that they were looking to change their social media platform. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder asked for clarification if the only difference that was found was the monetary 
cost. Chief Hutchins replied that if the Commission wanted to do it for a trial basis of a year then Code 
Red would be less expensive than Civic Plus, but if the Commission wanted to do it for a longer term 
then Civic Plus would be less expensive in the long term. The systems are vendor specific so if the 
Commission were to switch then residents would have to opt-in once again. 

Commissioner de Haseth stated that it is economical and it can be added onto the next budget cycle. 

Mayor Coz stated that he was concerned over the technology and inquired whether the information 
attained would be used to target residents. 

Public Comment: Janet Schijns, 111 Dolphin Rd, replied that companies would use aggregated data of 
what residents in this area would normally do, but they are not typically allowed to send marketing 
information to each individual. 

There was consensus of the Commission for Chief Hutchins to gather more information regarding 
the multi-media notification tool. 

Town Clerk's Note: The Commission voted to remove item #13 from the agenda. 

13. Town Manager Transition Planning (By: Town Clerk SteYens) 

REPORTS 

14. Town Manager (54:48) 
Town Manager Titcomb advised that the beach crossover project at Beachway and Old Ocean is ready to 
begin and the Town has received quotes from Rob Barron, the Town's dunes expert, for plant materials 
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based on sustainability and availability. All vendors are prepared to begin the job and the estimated cost to 
complete the project is $8,500. The Town has already acquired the Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) permit to move forward with the dune project. Town Manager Titcomb described the drawing on 
the projection of the expected design of the natural dune crossover. He mentioned that all plants will be 
native & sustainable and the site would be hand watered from a construction meter. The design would be 
the pilot example for natural dune crossovers. The only expertise approval missing is the turtle experts 
because the Town would need to ensure there are no turtle nests near the area where the project will be 
taking place. The estimated completion time is two weeks from beginning date, weather permitting. 

Mayor Coz mentioned another benefit to completing this project would be that if there is a storm, the 
damage will be minimized as there is a higher chance that the ocean will not break over the dune. 

Town Manager Titcomb agreed with Mayor Coz and he also stated that erosion and wind are major factors 
resolved by the design of the crossover. Delray Beach serves as an example of the benefits of the designs. 
Town Manager Titcomb also discussed the long term plans which would include the dune architect 
purchasing a large quantity of dune friendly plants at wholesale price which then residents could buy at 
discounted prices to install on their property. 

Commissioner Besler wanted to clarify that the project has already been approved. Town Manager Titcomb 
replied that the project has been approved and the cost has already been budgeted for. 

Commissioner de Haseth inquired on whether the initial ideas or concept of beach mats is still proposed. 
Town Manager Titcomb responded that the dune expert is not recommending the beach mats and instead 
would suggest a natural sandy path as a better solution. He did state that the idea can be revisited if there is 
accessibility or stability complaints from residents. He noted that when the plants are first planted there will 
be a temporary blockage fencing so that people do not trample over the newly installed plants. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder asked about the bike rack as it was not shown on the design. Town Manager Titcomb 
informed that the bike rack will be reinstalled near the entrance of the path in a suitable location, but that 
location is still being configured and it might be hidden from street view. Vice Mayor MaGruder asked 
about the possibility of putting the bike rack on the opposite side of where the dunes are, where the fire 
hydrant is and where the street sign for Beachway is located. Town Manager Titcomb replied that the Town 
has the most right-of-way section by the dune area. Mayor Coz communicated that residents from that 
community would like the bike rack on the path. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder asked if the pathway had to comply with the American Disability Act (ADA) 
requirement, and Town Manager Titcomb replied that DEP has not mandated the Town to meet ADA 
requirement on this particular project because the Town lacks the right-of-way and the space to comply 
with ADA standards. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment. 

Cindy Martel, 46 Harbour Drive South, inquired about the approval process for the crossover and stated 
she would not like to see this design at Porter Street crossover. Mayor Coz responded that the beach 
crossover project is a pilot project and it is only currently being installed at Beachway. He also stated that 
each individual crosswalk that is considered to undergo change will be discussed in a public manner and 
residents in the area will be informed. 

TeITy Brown, Harbour Drive South, mentioned he is concerned about an electric wire that joins the power 
pole near the pathway and he also inquired about where the public access signage would be placed. Town 
Manager Titcomb replied that the sign would be placed adjacent to the opening of the pathway. Mr. Brown 
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also commented that the Town should look into placing a "Town of Ocean Ridge" sign near the Duplexes 
at the South end of the Town when entering from Briny Breezes. Mayor Coz directed Town Manager 
Titcomb to look into the signage. 

There was consensus of the Commission to begin the Beach Crossover at Beachway and Old Ocean 
pilot project as proposed. 

Town Manager Titcomb mentioned that there will be a public utility discussion workshop with Boynton 
Beach Utilities in the near future, but the dates for the workshop have yet to be determined. 

Town Manager Titcomb stated that he has appreciated working for the Town of Ocean Ridge and that there 
is a dedicated team left in place to guide with the transition. He also mentioned his new role is a professional 
opportunity for him. 

15. Town Attorney (1:10:31) 
Town Attorney Shutt advised that there is no report. 

16. Police Chief(l:10:34) 
Chief Hutchins advised that the Police Department monthly report is included in the meeting package and 
includes monthly police department statistics. He also reiterated the sentiment of the community and the 
Commission on the parting of Town Manager Titcomb. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder inquired as to why the Police Department did not block traffic down in Manalapan 
rather than waiting to re-direct traffic once people arrived at the Palm Beach Inlet during the major car 
accident incident. Chief Hutchins replied in order to guide the traffic the police has to take into account 
already used infrastructure, safest place to re-direct traffic and blocking people from their homes. 

17. Building Official (1:13:03) 
Building Official Cameron repoiied that the Building Official report is included in the meeting package and 
includes monthly building department statistics. There were no comments from the Commission. 

TOWN COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

18. Woolbright Bridge Openings (1:13:21) (By: Mayor Coz) 
Mayor Coz advised that the Woolbright Bridge status should be changed from its current on demand status 
to a set time. He mentioned the on demand status causes a gridlock on AlA that affects many of the 
resident's capability to leave their homes as their driveways become blocked off due to the traffic. He 
directed Town Manager Titcomb to work with Boynton Beach to change the status of the Woolbright Bridge 
to a set time even if just on a trial basis because it has become an issue to both Boynton Beach and Ocean 
Ridge residents. Vice Mayor MaGruder agreed with the idea. Town Manager Titcomb commented that the 
solution might be as simple as discussion with the Coast Guard. 

Commissioner de Haseth asked the Town Manager and Town Clerk to research a better option for when 
traffic gets backed up on AlA when the Woolbright Bridge is up. She suggested extending the turn lane or 
having a sign that would notify residents that the bridge is up so that they could find an alternate route. 

Commissioner Besler asked about further inquiring about the "No Wake Zone" because it deteriorates the 
seawall. Mayor Coz replied that the "No Wake Zone" is a tough matter, but it can be attached to the issues 
the Town is inquiring about to the Coast Guard. 
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19. Ocean Ridge Zip Code (1:17:57) (By: Mayor Coz) 
Mayor Coz advised that the Town of Ocean Ridge should have its own zip code which would help Ocean 
Ridge strengthen the Ocean Ridge identity, help the Town be able to toughen its AirBNB laws, and will 
help the Town increase its property values. He mentioned that instead of having the staff use its working 
time to research on the process of Ocean Ridge attaining its own zip code that Commissioner Sloat should 
be in charge of inquiring about more information regarding the process. 

Commissioner Sloat mentioned that he had previously looked into the process for Ocean Ridge to attain its 
own zip code. The first step is to send a survey to all the residents about the consideration of a zip code 
boundary change and send the results to a District Manager in Florida. The District Manager's office works 
with majority rules which means if there is no majority in the request then it will be denied. He mentioned 
that before a zip code change is considered, the Town needs to inquire if the new zip code will increase or 
lower insurance rates, and if we would need to have infrastructure in place to house a mail facility in Town 
in case Boynton Beach does not want to provide the Town their services. 

Commissioner de Haseth stated that she would rather see the financial implications before any process is 
started. Mayor Coz commented that Commissioner Sloat would serve as the exploratory committee to 
inquire about the process. 

Commissioner Besler asked if Commissioner Sloat can have a conversation with Boynton Beach regarding 
the matter. Commissioner de Haseth stated that other municipal inquiries should not be pursued until the 
Town does its research first. Commissioner Sloat agreed and stated he can contact the postal district 
manager as his first step. 

Commissioner de Haseth asked for clarification as she believed the Town had already inquired about the 
process. Town Manager Titcomb replied that Town staff started the process of inquiring and spoke with 
the office of Congresswoman Frankel who mentioned that it is a complicated process as there are many 
requirements. He mentioned that Town Staff should not get involved until there is a definite answer that 
the Town would like to pursue this option as it is a timely process. Commissioner Sloat agreed that it was 
a long process and we have to see if the Town would even be considered to receive its own zip code. 

Commissioner Besler asked for clarification on whether the Town would have to build a post office if it 
has its own zip code. Commissioner Sloat stated that the Town has to identify internal and external issues 
which means the Town has to consider the idea that it might have to build its own Town post office or it 
might have to pay Boynton Beach to continue to do the mail. 

Public Comment: Zoanne Hennigan, 91 Island Drive South, stated that before the Town looks into any 
process, the potential financial implications to residents needs to be considered because if insurance 
premiums were to increase many residents would not be in favor of the change. 

There was consensus of the Commission for Commissioner Sloat to research the process of the 
Town of Ocean Ridge attaining its own zip code. 

20. Upcoming Legislation (1 :30:00) (By: Mayor Coz & Commissioner cle Haseth) 
Commissioner de Haseth mentioned that she is the Town's representative for the Palm Beach and Florida 
League of Cities. She read the definition of Home Rule into the record. She stated that home rule is 
important because it gives the Town the authority to make its own rules. She also stated that the Florida 
League of Cities has conference calls which can be joined by residents to hear about new legislations that 
might be affecting different municipalities, and residents can also learn about home rule. 
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Town Manager Titcomb agreed with Commissioner de Haseth and stated one of the best examples is of 
short term rental regulations because the Town has been pre-empted from passing new Ordinances in 
regards to sho1t term rental due to State legislation that passed. Commissioner de Haseth clarified that the 
Town was able to codify the requirements into the code before the legislation passed. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder mentioned that the League of Cities encourages the Commissioners to attend their 
meetings in Tallahassee and asked for another Commissioner to attend the Florida League of Cities 
legislative action days in Tallahassee because the Town gets recognized for attending the meetings. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder introduced Ric Carey as he was the resident that was able to bring the electric 
scooter issue to the attention of the Town and the Police Department. 

Ric Carey, 39 Spanish River Drive, discussed the reoccurring issues that has started to take place in Fo1i 
Lauderdale due to the electric scooters that are being rented out and abandoned throughout the City. The 
City of Hollywood has recently passed an Ordinance to ban the electric scooters before the pandemic starts 
to happen in their City. He stated that the problem will begin if the rental scooters start appearing in Boynton 
Beach because people would ride their electric scooter to the beach and possibly abandon them there. He 
defined "scooter" into the record. He stated that scooters are not being retrieved by the renting company as 
originally intended. He also stated that the Town should inquire about the issue now before it becomes an 
issue in the Town. 

Chief Hutchins agreed with Mr. Carey and mentioned that there are cuJTently statutory restrictions on the 
operation of electric scooters as electric scooters are defined in statute. He also mentioned that Town 
Attorney Shutt could look into the City of Hollywood Ordinance regarding scooters. 

Mayor Coz inquired about the speed of the electric scooters . Chief Hutchins stated that there are many 
definitions for the speed of an electric scooter. 

Commissioner de Haseth noted the subject of Code Enforcement issues that would arise from the electric 
scooters. Mayor Coz responded that the Town should have rules in place before the opportunity is gone 
because of state regulations. Chief Hutchins stated that currently electric scooters are prohibited by State 
law in Ocean Ridge, but the Town should stait the process of inquiring about it. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder informed the Commission and the residents of Ocean Ridge that he would be doing 
site observations with Town Engineer Tropepe on drainage issues on Spanish River, the Detention Area 
and AJA on Wednesday, March 6, 2019. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:45 PM. 

Minutes prepared by Assistant Toumu::i.i.,,,.nr;:r:;:;m:;-;s;-;-;t1~·0;-;;n:-;;g:-, ~a1~1d adopted by the Town Commission on April 1, 
2019. 

Steve 

ATTEST: 

\. , 
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